
Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks

Powel 1765 Grumblethorpe 1744 Hill- Physick 1786 Historic Waynesborough 1724

ANNUAL REPORT2016



2

Our Mission:

For 85 years, the Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks (PhilaLandmarks) has played a significant role in both the historic
preservation movement and heritage tourism in Philadelphia by restoring, furnishing, and presenting to the public its distinguished house
museums—Powel House, Grumblethorpe, Physick House, and Historic Waynesborough. The mission of Landmarks is to inspire people to
engage with history by preserving these four unique sites and by providing related historical, educational, and cultural programming. Each
property presents a distinctive perspective and plays a significant role in their respective communities.

PhilaLandmarks believes that it is only through understanding and engaging in our histories (architectural, social, political, etc.) that we can make
decisions about what is important to us today and what we choose to support in the future. While we enjoy providing quality house tours, we will
also continue to discover new audiences and innovative ways to engage with the stories we tell.

Our Core Values:
We believe that historic preservation illustrates the value of what endures in our society, and that this inspires people to learn about history
and engage with their community.
We are committed to maintaining our properties and their collections for the long-term, so that they will remain public resources in the
future.
We want our properties to be open and well-used by many different audiences in many different ways.
We respect the uniqueness of each of our properties, and believe that their different programs, priorities, and places in their communities
create great value for PhilaLandmarks and its visitors.
We are thoughtful and foresighted stewards of the organization’s resources and always encourage others to join us.
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Fiscal year 2016 kicked-off with the final Powel250 event as we welcomed Cokie Roberts in celebrating Elizabeth
Willing Powel. We also ushered in our celebration of 85 years of PhilaLandmarks. These two anniversaries allowed
us to look back and reconnect to our roots in significant ways. Saving the Powel House from demolition was indeed
the impetus for forming our organization back in February of 1931. Not only did our founding matriarch, Frances
Anne Wister, galvanize a group of Philadelphia’s leading citizens, she also signed up 100 founding members, raised
funding, secured a mortgage, and purchased the Powel property ALL inside four months’ time! Frances—while
serving as the president of PhilaLandmarks for the last 25 years of her life—would lead the charge to build awareness
and preserve our city’s iconic landmarks; Independence Hall, Elfreth’s Alley, Second Bank, and the Philadelphia
History Museum at Atwater Kent Museum to name a few.

Getting reacquainted with the work of our matriarch allows us to better understand our founding history in context
with the overall preservation history of Philadelphia. Our city would be a very different place if not for the
dedication of our earliest leaders and members. We invite you to visit our exhibit “Saved! Preserving Old

Philadelphia: 85 Years of The Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks” in the Community History Gallery at the Philadelphia History
Museum at Atwater Kent to learn more of this important story (now through June 30, 2017).

Looking back has also reminded us of the incredible
connections that exist within Philadelphia’s cultural
community. The stories we celebrate in our houses aren’t
just “ours” to share as they live throughout multiple
institutions; from architecture, furniture, and paintings in
museums to original manuscripts, diaries, illustrations, and
photographs held in archives and historical societies. We
will continue to dig deeper into these stories as we reach
out and partner with our heritage partners.

Charles P. Keates, Esq.
Chairman

Message from the Chair
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As we have expanded our focus to include more interactive events inside
our houses, we are also challenging ourselves to think about the types of
stories we haven’t been telling as well as to look at what learning
opportunities we might be missing. We have found a new sense of freedom
as we have expanded our vision to include the full-history of our houses
rather than just a particular time.

In the context of our Powel250 celebrations, we started digging deeper into
the history of the Powel House beyond the years of its namesakes. Our own
research, along with that of the graduate students from the Temple Center
for Public History, allowed us to look at the house with new eyes. Not only
were we looking at who lived in the house in the 19th and 20th centuries,
but those who lived next door and down the street. We discovered the
voices of American immigration, a founding father of American law,
industrialization, the birth of the preservation movement in Philadelphia,
and the stories of many interesting women which need to be shared.

Some of these “voices” became the basis for Shadow House, our fully-immersive opera-theatrical production that premiered during Philly
FringeArts 2016. The Powel House was alive with the voices of 250-years of history all at the same time. Imagine standing in the central
hallway, hearing these voices sing their stories, all at once. The weight of so much history all in one place was never more palpable. Following
each performance, attendees were invited to join the cast in the garden to discuss their experience. We were all inspired to find the crowd
excited to stick around and share their thoughts. It was very inspiring.

All of our houses are ripe with
stories yet-to-be discovered or
told. You may have noticed that
we have already turned our eye to
the now renamed Hill-Physick
House as we work to include
Henry Hill back into our
interpretation. In the coming year
we will work to incorporate many
of these new stories into our
house tours. The Powel and Hill-
Physick staff will be working
jointly in guide training and tour
redevelopment. The guides at
Historic Waynesborough are also
exploring innovative ways of
telling the Wayne family history
and will be getting updated guide
training as well. The discovery of
some new fact or story is what
inspires us most. Just when you
think you know it all…you learn
something new. Sharing this with
our visitors, both onsite and
digitally, is what inspires us most.

Jonathan Burton
Executive Director
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Message from the Executive Director



Our Houses

February 27, 1931: Frances Anne Wister calls the first
meeting of The Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of
Landmarks at the House of the Colonial Dames…“long
were our deliberations over what might be done in
Philadelphia to stop further disappearance of buildings of
historic importance and architectural beauty…”

May 1931: The Powel House, along with the property next
door, was purchased for $30,000. For the next decade the
organization would raise funds for restoration as well as
advocate for important historic sites all over “Old
Philadelphia.” The Powel House officially opens as a house
museum dedicated to Colonial Revivalism on November
23, 1938.

1940: PhilaLandmarks took title of Frances Anne Wister’s
family home, Grumblethorpe, in Germantown from the
Grumblethorpe Association, an independent group which
purchased the site from 35 heirs.

From 1956 thru 1967: Grumblethorpe underwent major
restoration so that it could be opened as a museum
focused on 18th-C. Germantown history.

1965: PhilaLandmarks was approached by philanthropists
Walter and Lenore Annenberg about a property located
blocks from the Powel House in the now revitalized
“Society Hill.” Owned by Frances Anne Wister’s cousin,
Elsie Wister Keith, for many years, the property was the
sole-surviving freestanding Federal townhouse in the area.
With support from the Annenbergs, several Physick
descendents, and prominent neighbors, the property was
restored to the American Neoclassical era of resident Dr.
Physick and opened as a museum.

1980: Easttown Township in Chester County purchased the
farm estate of General Anthony Wayne with help from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation and the
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.
PhilaLandmarks becomes a partner as the administrators
of a newly opened house museum, along with the Anthony
Wayne Foundation and (later) the Friends of Historic
Waynesborough.

Celebrating 85 years of PhilaLandmarks…How We Became a Family.

Powel House c 1860, and 1931

Grumblethorpe 1843

Hill-Physick House 1961

Historic Waynesborough 1890
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Three cheers for the Powel Committee! This year marks 85 years of successful fundraising!

Fundraising Events
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Members of the Powel House
Ladies Committee (as it was known
until recent years) have always been
serious fundraisers. Starting in
1931, they arranged lectures,
garden parties, bridge parties, and
needlepoint exhibitions to raise
money to restore the house and
furnish the museum. Through the
Depression years and WWII, the
Bridge & Tea Committee held an
annual bridge party—hosting
upwards of 280 card players—
raising on average $1000 in a single
afternoon. It took this committee
ten years to pay off the original
$12,000 house mortgage. Members
of the Needlepoint Exhibition
Committee organized elaborate
exhibitions between 1934 and
1939 to raise funds for the
restoration fund. The second
exhibition, held in the galleries of
Wanamaker’s Department Store,
featured close to 1000 textile pieces
loaned by over 300 individuals and
museums, and attracted over 3000
paid attendees. After WWII and
into the 1980s, the ladies arranged
an annual luncheon and fashion
show as their main fundraiser.
Some things have changed through
the years. The committee dropped
the “ladies” part and have
welcomed men into their ranks.
The annual holiday party in
December is always a sellout, but
the perennial favorite event is still
the annual garden party. This past
year, in honor of the 250th
anniversary of the Powel House,
the committee had a banner year of
fundraising, bringing in almost
$24,000 for general operating from
their two signature events and
another $30,000 towards the Powel
House endowment fund with their
special Cokie Roberts event.

On November 5, 2015, the Powel House Committee welcomed guests to a cocktail reception and talk given
by our honored guest, Cokie Roberts who reminded us of the contributions of the great women of the
Revolution and Early National Republic, including our own Elizabeth Willing Powel. A gourmet dinner at
the Powel House followed.



Each house committee continues to build upon their signature house events:
October 2015 Hill-Physick Wine & Beer Party & Spring 2016 Annual Plant Sale at the Hill-Physick House.

7

Grumblefest at Grumblethorpe
Our Fiscal year begins with our annual Octoberfest celebration at
Grumblethorpe. Renamed Grumblefest in 2015, it takes place on the first
Saturday of October, directly after the Revolutionary Germantown Festival.
In recent years attendance has grown and it is especially popular with the
battle reenactors. During the 2015/2016 fiscal year, we partnered with the
43rd Regiment of Foot, a British reenactment group, and invited them to
“occupy” Grumblethorpe just as British General Agnew did before the Battle
of Germantown in the Fall of 1777. So our year began and ended with
Grumblefest this year. On Friday, September 30, 2016 the occupation of
Grumblethorpe began…you’ll have to wait for our 2016/2017 annual
report to find out how we got those pesky Red Coats out of the house.
Stay tuned!

Historic Waynesborough Annual Greens Sale in December 2015

The Hill-Physick Preservation Committee has been
“FundRaising the Roof ” for several years, their hard work
will become the basis for a major project in fiscal year
2016/2017. We’ll have a lot to report on this front next
year!
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Outreach

July 4th Weekend
As part of a promotion with Visit Philly, we offered free tours of the Powel House and the Hill-Physick House. Turns out, everyone loves a free
tour! The lines were long as more than 800 visitors (combined) enjoyed tours. Visitors to Hill-Physick also enjoyed free ice cream floats thanks
to Dr. Physick’s soda and the Franklin Fountain.

Once Upon a Nation
Storytelling bench
(Historic Philadelphia,
Inc.) at Powel House
kept the side-yard busy
all summer.

We had over 6000
visitors to our bench in
just 3 months!

PhilaLandmark’s favorite, Jennifer
Summerfield produced (and starred in)
two sold out shows this year at the Hill-
Physick House, The Yellow Wallpaper
and Hedda Gabler. Jennifer and her
husband Kyle Cassidy filmed their Hedda
production, in which the Hill-Physick
House had a starring
role. This amazing
photo was taken by Kyle
Cassidy in the basement
of the Hill-Physick
House during filming
(with the candlelight
photo-shopped in!)

Our houses were brimming with activities and partnerships this year…live theater, author talk-backs, botanical drawing classes, floral workshops, and
more. Here’s a glimpse at our year!
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PhilaLandmarks, along with
the Barra Foundation and
the Fairmount Park
Conservancy, co-sponsored
workshops with the
Museum Anarchist, Frank
Vagnone. Here’s our staff
representing at the cocktail
party hosted by the
Historical Society of
Pennsylvania—where we
brought along our special
Dr. Physick cocktail!

Outreach

Intern Julia Bache, an
undergraduate
studying history at
Penn, spent time at
each of our houses this
past summer. She
developed a survey to
help us evaluate the
satisfaction of our tour
guests. She also did
some social media
posting and reminded
us “this place matters”
everyday! Here she is
on her visit to Historic
Waynesborough.

Holly Genovese (pictured here with Grumblethorpe site manager Kathryn
Pannepacker and at work) is a student at Temple University, working on her
Ph.D in history, studying 20th-C African American history, the War on Drugs,
and the Urban South as well as public history. We invited her to spend the
summer digging around Grumblethorpe where she hoped to uncover the lesser-
known and uncelebrated stories of the property. She wrote 2 posts for our
PhilaLandmarks blog, My “Nancy Drew” dream come true at Grumblethorpe and A
Box Full of Hair and Other Mysteries (or why Grumblethorpe is just soooo cool), and
mounted a small exhibit on her discoveries at the house.

Jim Kirschke, author
of Not Going Home
Alone: A Marine’s
Story, and (second)
Vietnam Veterans,
part of Historic
Waynesborough’s
“People Who
Shaped America”
author series.
November 2015.

Our Grumblethorpe Youth Volunteers
welcoming guests to Astronomy Night
during the Philadelphia Science Festival.



Outreach
Grumblethorpe Elementary
Education Program (GEEP),
Grumblethorpe Youth Volunteers
(GYVs), ArtStory camp, and related
educational programming served almost
1400 students from September 1, 2015
to August 31, 2016. Specific schools
served were; DePaul Catholic, John
Wister Elementary, John B. Kelly
Elementary, Prince Hall Elementary,
Fitler Academics Plus School, Widener
Memorial School, and HMS for
Children with Cerebral Palsy, thanks to
the Connelly Foundation and the
Widener Memorial Foundation.

Community Partnership
In Action

Teacher Patti DeLuca, of the Widener
Memorial School, was tired of looking
at the weed strewn patio outside her
classroom window, so she came to
Grumblethrorpe’s Elementary
Education Program with an idea.
Through the ongoing grant support of
the Widener Foundation and a new
partnership with Primex Garden
Center, DeLuca’s class now has use of
wheelchair accessible garden beds,
along with ergonomic trowels, soil and
butterfly friendly plants.
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Second Saturday at Grumblethorpe—part of Historic Germantown programming—our neighbors
enjoy roaming the beautiful grounds.



Grumblethorpe Youth Volunteers (GYVs). Thanks to the Philadelphia Cultural Fund and the Drumcliff Foundation we hired a new farmer,
Michael Muehlbauer, to help the GYVs with their crops and farm stand. We also added a new partnership with Weavers Way Coop to supplement
our produce with additional locally sourced products. Our annual GYV camp took a field trip to the Magic Garden and City Hall, and also worked
with the students from the HMS School. The GYVs took a trip to Harper’s Ferry, WV and the National Mall in DC.

GYV planning meeting in the Grumblethorpe class room.
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Outreach

Farmer Michael in the meditation garden.
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In our quest to expand our narratives,
tell stories outside the traditional
museum setting, and attract new
audiences to our historic houses, we
did something new and bold this year.
We invited theatre artist Brenna
Geffers to serve as artist-in-residence
for fiscal year 2015/2016.

Starting in the fall of 2015, Brenna
invited actors and audiences into Powel
House for several performances of La
Ronde. She wanted to see how people
moved through the house with
multiple stories taking place
simultaneously. How did the sound
travel? What would happen if you let
people “loose” in the house to follow
actors around?

This initial work would lead to the creation of
Shadow House, an original theatrical experience,
based on the history of the Powel House.

Utilizing research encompassing 250 years of Powel
history, Brenna, in collaboration with The
Philadelphia Opera Collective (a team of 10
performers, 4 composers, and a librettist), used vocal
exploration, group devising, and imagined scenarios to
create a completely immersive performance of music
and text. Audiences where invited to explore rooms
throughout the Powel House to put the story together.
Characters were followed through time and space,
with a guarantee you could never enjoy the same
experience twice. Yet many attendees returned to find
the threads of storylines they missed the first time.

Performances of Shadow House ran between September
8th and September 22nd—as part of Philadelphia’s 2016
Fringe Arts Festival—with a total of 441 attendees to 10
public and 2 private performances of Shadow House. We
enjoyed a near sellout of our performances, with nightly
“wait-list” lines as word got out over social media.

Each night after the show the audience was invited to join
us in the garden to have a drink, meet the cast, and enjoy
further discussion. And each night the garden was full of
folks asking questions about the history of the Powel
House...newly engaged in what transpired on the site
through the years.

La Ronde, October 2015.

Artist-in-residence Brenna Geffers.

Outreach: Artist-in-Residence
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Digital Outreach

Our digital reach continues to grow by leaps and bounds, as we easily doubled our impact this fiscal
year. Our newly updated website had more than 30,000 visitors. With the addition of our new blog
and continued cross-promotions through our social media posts, we expect website visitation to
continue to grow. We have made a commitment to continue building our digital content. As we build
“followers” on all our platforms, our reach also increases exponentially. Our Facebook “reach” (the
people our posts were served to) grew from just under 85,000 in FY2015 to over 182,000 in FY2016.
PhilaLandmarks admin staff maintain the main platforms, while each house site manager maintains
their own Facebook page.

Social Media
Facebook 3,586

Powel 578
Hill-Physick 203
Grumblethorpe 729
Historic Waynesborough 323

Instagram 1,113
Twitter 527
Total Followers 5,226

Our popular “Ghosts of the Mansion Tours” (Powel and Hill-
Physick Houses) in partnership with Ghost Tours of Philadelphia
continues to be a popular draw with over 600 tour-goers this year.
With a visit from the Ghost Hunters (SyFy television series, check
your local listings) at the Hill-Physick House (and that playful
spirit in the basement) AND all of our houses making the “most-
haunted-places-you-must-visit” lists thanks to VisitPhilly.com,
Curbed Philadelphia and other online publications…we don’t
imagine interest in these tours dropping off anytime soon!

Henry Hill and his Madeira importing was featured in the May 31, 2016
issue of Wine Spectator.



“We had the best time last night…We all agreed that we
could [come] back and see it five more times because there
were so many strings. It was great! And it was interesting to
watch how folks engaged and stuck around after. The house
felt so lively and alive. Congratulations on a great
collaboration.” -Kristi Poling, Barra Foundation program
officer

“Seeing Frances Wister portrayed in Powel House opera [is
the] second most enjoyable thing I’ve ever done in a house
museum” - Seth Bruggeman, Public Historian, Temple
University

“…the secret moments you can capture through luck can be
the most rewarding.” - Joshua Millhouse/phindie, Sept 10,
2016

“Even for the eclectic Fringe Festival, the magic of Shadow
House is rare.” - Mark Cofta/ Broad Street Review, Sept
12, 2016

“ It will make you reflect on the mysteries of life, death,
space, and time, the universal issues we all face across the
centuries, and the impact our present actions will have on
posterity.” - Deb Miller/DC Metro Arts, Sept 13, 2016

Digital Outreach
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We witnessed the power of social media during our FringeArts Shadow House production. We enjoyed great reviews and social media
buzz on Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook, which drove ticket sales daily during the production.

A view of Shadow House in social media.



PhilaLandmarks Road
Scholar brought in nearly
1000 visitors to our region
in 2016, contributing
$740,000 to the local
tourist economy, while also
adding in $35,400. to the
PhilaLandmarks (net)
earned income total.

Road Scholar
PhilaLandmarks continues its 24-year partnership with Road Scholar
(Elderhostel)—the largest educational non-profit travel program for
mature adults. Through this program, PhilaLandmarks has become one
of the largest supporters of our region’s cultural institutions. Programs
such as National Treasure of History and Heritage and World of Art take
advantage of Philadelphia’s stellar art museums, including our exclusive
seminar program at the Barnes Foundation. We also visit historic Cape
May which includes a popular birding program. Our newest program
Walking Discoveries in Philadelphia’s Neighborhoods, has participants
walking up to 6 miles a day, and engaging directly with the locals.
Topiaries & Pleasure Gardens and Botanical Gems in the Philadelphia Area
takes participants to a garden in Mt. Cuba, Delaware and Ladew Topiary
Gardens in Maryland.

Rental Events Held
Historic Waynesborough 56
Powel House 34
Hill-Physick 16
Grumblethorpe 2

Special Event Rentals
As rental events have become our largest earned revenue source, PhilaLandmarks works diligently to foster
strategic relationships with caterers, event planners, and related vendors, who care for our properties as
much as we do. The people who rent our properties aren’t looking for a cookie-cutter experience, and
often request special tours for their attendees. Wedding couples are especially attached to the place they
exchange their vows and they appreciate becoming part of the history of the house. In the coming year we
will be launching a membership campaign geared towards our wedding couples.
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Praise for the Walking Discoveries program…“If you want to know
Philly, this is the tour for you. In addition to the obvious high
points…you will see the neighborhoods and out-of-way niches that
make this a vibrant city. Very easy to find one’s way during free time.
The locals are very polite, kind, and friendly.”

- Barbara, Class of 2016, Davis, CA

Praise for the Cape May Birding expedition…“This was our first Road
Scholar trip, and it was a great experience! We are very much beginner
bird watchers, and we learned so much…I would wholeheartedly
recommend this trip to novices and experienced birders.

- Judy, Class of 2016, Edwardsville, IL



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2016

Without Donor With Donor
Restrictions Restrictions Total

Revenue And Support
Admissions 13,789 13,789
Commissions 111,573 111,573
Contributions and Grants (gen. oper.) 86,313 86,313
Events Income (net of direct costs) 29,342 13,120 42,462
Grants and Contributions (restr.) 3,230 93,883 97,113
Interest and Dividend 36,911 24,377 61,288
Memberships 7,012 7,012
Museum Shop 1,548 1,548
Program Activities 24,897 24,897
Rental Income 273,145 273,145
Road Scholar 918,266 918,266
Unrealized Gain on Investments 28,520 28,520
Realized Gain on Investments 41,757 41,757
Net Assets Released from Restrictions
Satisfaction of Restrictions 167,098 (167,098)

Total Revenue and Support 1,743,401 (35,718) 1,707,683

Expenses
Program Services
Road Scholar 882,688 8 82,688
Other Programs 382,252 382,252

Total Program Services 1,264,940 1,264,940

Support Services
Administrative and General 270,393 270,393

Total Expenses 1,535,333 1,535,333

Changes in Net Assets 208,068 (35,718) 172,350

Net Assets, beginning of year 1,979,550 489,788 2,469,338

Net Assets, end of year $2,187,618 $454,070 $2,641,688

2016 Revenue
Sources
contributed sources (black)
earned (blue)

What a year 2016 was
for PhilaLandmarks! We
had one of our strongest
financial years in recent
memory. Our strong
cash bottom line of
$40,000+ was due to
strategic business
relationships, along with
increased revenue
streams combined with
tight monitoring of
expenses. Our
contributed revenue
continued to hold steady
after a large spike in
2014, while our earned
revenue from rental
events nearly doubled.
The Physick House
endowment saw a
significant increase due
to a strong market and
the Powel House
endowment had a
generous boost from the
funds raised from the
Cokie Roberts event.

Individual Support (Board,
membership, donors) 8%

Institutional
(Govt, Foundations,
Corporate) 12%

Fundraising
Events 9%

Commissions 14%

Rentals 35%

Admissions/Programs/
Gift Shop 2%

Investment
Income 16%

Road Scholar 4%
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PhilaLandmarks Donors October 1, 2015 to September 30, 2016

Total Support – FY2016
The names listed here reflect total gifts, grants,
contributions, memberships, restricted gifts,
and fundraising events during our Fiscal Year
2016: October 1, 2015 – September 30, 2016.

General Operating Grants
The Barra Foundation, $25,000
Commonwealth of PA, Pennsylvania Historical
& Museum Commission, $18,789

The Philadelphia Foundation,
The Grumblethorpe Fund $24,133

Education Programs Grants
Widener Memorial Foundation, $10,010

Project and Program Grants
Historic Germantown (Save Our Site Grant) -
Grumblethorpe, $6,000

Philadelphia Cultural Fund - Grumblethorpe
Farmstand, $9,774

Drumcliff Foundation - Grumblethorpe
Farmstand, $1,000

The William Dietrich Foundation - the
Physick Roof, $215,000

For The Philadelphia Opera Collective’s
“Shadow House”:
Charlotte Cushman Foundation
Brenna Geffers
Katherine Heaney
Mickey Herr
Jane and Steve Heumann
Roberta Kangilaski
Valerie Lutz

Gifts to Restricted Accounts
Powel Endowment Fund / POWEL 250 Events
Ms. Concha Alborg
Tim and Pam Alles
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Angelides
William and Sherrin Baky-Nessler
Roger and Dana Band
Dr. Richard Henry Bell and
Ms. Marion Janet Hanks-Bell

Beneficial Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Block
Robert P. Breading, AIA
Judith Breslin
Robert Bryan, AIA and Julie Jensen Bryan
Robert Ciaruffoli, CPA
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Conn
Alexander Conner
Ms. Anne H. Cook
Gregory Cranford
Mr. Charles V. Croce
Ms. Anne Callahan
Mr. Matthew J. DeJulio, Jr.
Michael and Deborah Devlin
Mr. C. Rich Diffenderffer
Peggy and George Drach
Mr. James P. Dunn and Ms. Hannah Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Dunn
Drexel University
East River Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Evans, Jr.
J.D. and Michael Faucher
Mr. and Mrs. Roderick Gagne
Ms. Linda Jeter Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Palmer Hartl
Mr. William Higgins
Eleanor and Stockton Illoway
Ms. Sarah Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Jacovini
Roberta and Jaan Kangilaski
Brearley B. Karsch
Michelle and H. Paxson Keates
Charles P. Keates, Esq.
Mr. George L. Kelley
Charles and Lucinda Landreth
Mrs. Joan Lapayowker
Mr. Malcolm L. Lazin
Mr. and Mrs. H.F. Lenfest
Margaret H. Lonzetta
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Mahoney
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Maxey
Sarah M. Maxwell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McAdoo
Mr. and Mrs. A.M.S. Morgan, III
Elizabeth Mosimann
Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Pattison, IV
Steven Peitzman
Ann Ellis Powel
Honorable and Mrs. Kenneth J. Powell, Jr.
Mr. Thomas F. Quigley, Jr.

Theodore R. Robb
Lynne and Franklin Roberts
Ms. Diane F. Rossheim
Mr. and Mrs. Philip N. Russo
Ms. Ginger Sacha and Mr. Steven Schatz
Sam and Kate Sidewater Foundation
Susan and William Schwartz
Peter Sigmund
Mr. and Mrs. John Sigmund
Dr. Fred Simeone
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Stephano
Ms. Candace Stiklorius
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Straw
Ms. Barbara B. Supplee
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne M. Thomas
Barrie Trimingham and David Pierson
Miffy Walton
Ms. Carol A. Williams
Ms. Penelope P. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. John Brame Witmer

Powel Committee Fund
Marica Angelides
Mimi Hanks-Bell
Robert P. Breading
Alexander Conner
Anne Cook
Lee Dennis
Katherine S. Dunn
Virginia Funk
Judith Hartl
Charles A. Hilpl
William Higgins
Nancy J. Lanham
Margaret Lonzetta
Christine Mahoney
Sarah M. Maxwell
Judit Nagy-Eichelberger
Rita Powell
Susan Schwartz
Linda Witt

Powel Garden Fund
Alexander Conner
Diane F. Rossheim
Sherley Young

Powel Repairs & Maintenance Fund
Howard Sedran and Martha Levine

Powel Memorial Fund
Leslie R. Blum (in memory of Jane Eiman)
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Maxey

(in memory of Jane Eiman)

Grumblethorpe Committee Fund
Jonathan T. Cresswell
Gary Crowell
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Grumblethorpe Garden Fund
Green Street Monthly Meeting

Grumblethorpe Horticulturist
Thomas Rosato Foundation
Mrs. Malcolm L. Wister

Physick Committee Fund
Nancy Heinzen
Christine Rother
Linda Seyda
Jacqueline Weitzner

Physick Repairs & Maintenance Fund
Howard Sedran and Martha Levine

Physick Roof Fund
The Bartlett Tree Expert Company
Diane Deshong
Gail Hauptfuhrer
Martha Levine
Society Hill Civic Association
Pam Rosser Thistle
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Todd

Historic Waynesborough Repairs and
Maintenance Fund
David and Keay Wagner

(in memory of Vincent Gilpin)

Special Thanks to our wonderful Event Sponsors
and Program Partners:
The Bartlett Tree Expert Co.
Kyle Cassidy
Chef ’s Table Catering
Day By Day Catering
DiBruno Brothers Catering
Diverse Catering
RA Friedman
Ghost Tour of Philadelphia
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard G. Heinzen
Herb Scott Catering
Howard J. Sedran Family Foundation
Jeffrey Miller Catering
Jose Garces Catering
Ocean Tents
Sam Quinn
Becky and Eric Sitarchuk
Society Hill Civic Association

Government
Pennsylvania Historical &
Museum Commission

Philadelphia Cultural Fund

Foundations
The Barra Foundation
Charlotte Cushman Foundation
Drumcliff Foundation
The Hamilton Family Foundation
Howard J. Sedran Family Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation
Sam and Kate Sidewater Foundation
Widener Memorial Foundation

Corporations/Organizations
American Revolution Center
The Bartlett Tree Expert Company
Beneficial Bank
Drexel University
Green Street Monthly Meeting
Herb Scott Catering
Historic Germantown
John Milner Architects, Inc.
Society Hill Civic Association
Turnasure, LLC

$10,000+
Charles P. Keates, Esq.

$5,000+
Tim and Pam Alles

$1,000+
Ms. Erica Alles
Robert P. Breading, AIA
Ms. Lori Cohen
Gregory Cranford
Lee and Geoffrey Dennis
Diane Deshong
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Dunn
Michelle and H. Paxson Keates
James Kilvington
Mr. and Mrs. H.F. Lenfest
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Mahoney
Sarah M. Maxwell
Mr. Thomas McCabe
Mr. Gregory P. Montanaro
Elizabeth Mosimann
Henry F. Reichner
Theodore R. Robb
Susan and William Schwartz
Howard Sedran and Martha Levine
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne M. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Todd

$500+
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Angelides
Roger and Dana Band
Dr. Richard Henry Bell and
Ms. Marion Janet Hanks-Bell

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Block
Robert Bryan, AIA and Julie Jensen Bryan
Alexander Conner
Ms. Anne H. Cook
Mr. Matthew J. DeJulio, Jr.
Peggy and George Drach

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Evans, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Palmer Hartl
Ms. Sarah Jackson
Roberta and Jaan Kangilaski
Mr. George L. Kelley
Charles and Lucinda Landreth
Fred Manfred
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Maxey
Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Pattison, IV
Honorable and Mrs. Kenneth J. Powell, Jr.
Sarah and Philip Price
Mr. Thomas F. Quigley, Jr.
Ms. Ginger Sacha and Mr. Steven Schatz
Dr. Fred Simeone
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Stephano
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Straw

$250+
William and Sherrin Baky-Nessler
Melissa Brannon
Ms. Loretta Burton
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Conn
Donald H. Cresswell
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan T. Cresswell
Mr. Charles V. Croce and Ms. Anne Callahan
Mr. Gary Crowell
Mrs. James DeMarco
Michael and Deborah Devlin
Mr. James P. Dunn and Ms. Hannah Kim
Bishop David G. Evans
J.D. and Michael Faucher
Ms. Elizabeth H. Gemmill
Virginia Funk & John T. Goodman
Mr. and Mrs. Steven A. Grasse
Patricia and Charles A. Hilpl
Dr. and Mrs. William Jantsch
Brearley B. Karsch
Leroy Kean
Ms. Nancy J. Lanham
Gabriele Windeck Lee
Margaret H. Lonzetta
Norman Marcus
Judit Nagy-Eichelberger
Albert Olenzak
Mr. David T. Orthwein
Leslie Payne-Zimmer
Ann Ellis Powel
Lynne and Franklin Roberts
Mrs. Christine Rother
Carolyn W. Sampson
Theodore Schiffman
Ms. Candace Stiklorius
Michael and Pam Rosser Thistle
Ada Trillo
Barrie Trimingham and David Pierson
Mr. and Mrs. F. Jonathan Turner
Susan and Bill Untereker
Chris and John C. Van Horne
David and Keay Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Ward
Douglas and Ann Wilkerson
Mr. and Mrs. John Brame Witmer
Ms. Linda Witt and Mr. James P. Marsh
Sherley Young



$100+
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Williams Agate
Michael Alam
Ms. Concha Alborg
Mr. and Mrs. Murat Aslansan
Margaret Barringer
Mrs. Joseph Beardwood, III
Dr. Luther W. Brady
Amy Branch
Judith Breslin
Ann and David Brownlee
Jo Ann Buller
M.K. Carmichael
Al Cavalari
Nelly M. Childress
Robert Ciaruffoli, CPA
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Cole
Mary Ann Cresswell
Dr. Indranil Dasgupta
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Page and Paul Dicker
Mrs. Ineke M. Dikland
Mr. and Mrs. Barry N. Eiswerth
Ms. Dorothy A. Fitzpatrick
Edward George
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Gunther
Ms. Linda Jeter Harris
Gail and Henry Hauptfuhrer
Mr. Thomas Hemmerick
Ruth Herd
Jane and Stephen Heumann
Mr. William Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Howley
Eleanor and Stockton Illoway
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Jacovini
Mr. William J.D. Jordan
Kale and Joann Kiyabu
Daniel Lamade
Mrs. Joan Lapayowker
Mr. Malcolm L. Lazin
Maxine and Howard Lewis
Jessica Litt
Mr. Walter B. Lotspeich
Dorothy Malloy
Anne Martinez
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McAdoo
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher P. McGill
Cynthia McGroarty
Ms. Madeline E. Miller and
Mr. H. Gordon Leggett, Jr.

Mr. Stephen W. Miller
Gainor Miller
Mr. and Mrs. A.M.S. Morgan, III
Dr. Ann E. Moyer
Jane Napoli
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Northeimer
Sandra Otte
Christina Pappajohn
Ms. Aleni Pappas
Carter Paulson
Steven Peitzman
Mr. Randall James Pollock
Nathaniel Popkin
Michael and Carolyn Quinn

Ms. Anita L. Robb and Mr. James Brennan
Mrs. Penny Robertson
Andrew J. Rosenbach and J. Brooke Smith
Ms. Diane F. Rossheim
Evelyn and Marvin Sachs
Matthew Scanlan, II
Jennifer Schultz
Luca and Dawn Sena
David Soltesz
Paul and Phyllis St. Onge
Mr. and Mrs. Philip N. Steel, Jr.
Ms. Barbara B. Supplee
Kimberly J. Togman
Rev. and Mrs. James A. Trimble
Lee and C.R. Van De Velde
Luciano Virgili
Mr. Dilip B. Viswanath and
Ms. Carmen E. Guerra

Carolyn Walter
Miffy Walton
Barbara Watson and Bob Curley
Christopher Waxman and Patricia McGlone
Jacqueline and Larry Weitzner
Judith L. Wellington Ph.D
Ms. Carol A. Williams
Mr. Kim Williams
Barbara Wilson
Eleanor K. Wilson
Lisa M. Witomski
Ellen Wurster

$99 and under
Ms. Lynne M. Abraham
Arthur Armstrong
Julia Bache
Ms. Donna L. Baldino
Mr. Carl Balis
Mrs. Deborah Dilworth Bishop
Robert Boris and Linda Seyda
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Borowsky
Dr. George Boudreau
Dr. Fraser H. Brown
Ms. Stacie Brown
Tish Bryne
Ms. Margo Burnette
Michael Campo
Andrea Cayley
Jeffrey Cohen and Linda May
Rosina Coltellaro
Conestoga Questers #63
Ann W. Dennen
David R. DeVoe and Laura A. Lane
Mr. C. Rich Diffenderffer
Mr. Michael DiPilla
Mr. Edward R. Duenskie
Diane Dunning-Watkins
Shannon Eblen
Kathleen A. Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Roderick Gagne
Barbara C. Gelman
Elizabeth Gilpin
Frank Giordano
Micheal and Holly Gorsen
Ms. Barbara Darhun Grabias
Katherine Heaney

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard G. Heinzen
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bennett Hill, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Robin Hochstrasser
Mr. Paul Jablonski
Ms. Angela E. Jones
Sondra Jones
Ms. Essie Karp
Lorna Katz and John Lawson
Christy Cauchon Lakhma
Stephen S. Lee
Brandi and Barry Levine
Tara Levy
Jacqueline Lewis
Dayton Lummis
Valerie Lutz
C. Roderick Maroney
Ms. Kathleen D. McCoy
Barbara McLenahan
Ann Justice McLendon
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver G. Mellet
Christopher Miller
Elaine S. Morris
Mark Nester
Mr. and Mrs. Louis K. O’Leary
Aaron Orzech
Richard Pagano
Dawn Patrick
Mr. Lawrence A. Petuskey and

Mr. James D. Miller
Murray Pinkus
Mona Plumer
James Price
Thomas Price
Ms. Mary Purcell
Erin Read
Lori Dillard Rech
Linda Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Philip N. Russo
Marie Scarpulla
Paul and Barbara Schraeder
Patricia and Henry Schramm
Hope Scott
Ms. Dianne Semingson
Ms. Bari Shor
Catherine and Frank Signorello
Ruth L. Sine
Linda Skale
Rheta Smith
Sylvia R. Sonin
Brian Spence
Karen K. Steenhoff
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Taub
Andrew Trackman
Franklin D. Vagnone
Ms. Norma Van Dyke
John Ventura
Carol Vinci
Ms. Louise Cruz Vizcaino
Roger Walmsley
Patrick and Margaret Walsh
Audrey Walters
Laura Sanguineti White
Ms. Julianne R. Whitehead
Maria Whitman
Ms. Penelope P. Wilson
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Our members are the base of our support, year in and year out. This year, we streamlined membership into four categories:

Young Friend ($25) = benefits for one individual 39 years or younger
Individual ($50) = benefits for one individual 40 and above
Family ($85) = benefits for 2 adults and all children 17 and under
Sustainer ($100) = all family benefits plus 2 guest privileges for all access to our houses and events

Besides unlimited admission to our houses and priority access to our general events, we added a reciprocal membership with
the Philadelphia History Museum. This includes free membership to the museum and free or reduced-rate fees for their
special programming. You can now securely sign up and renew your memberships on our website.

Membership 2016

85th Annual Meeting
April 21, 2016

Held at the Athenaeum of
Philadelphia, with guest

speaker, Nathaniel Popkin,
historian & author who

shared his thoughts about
how Philadelphia inspires

us all.
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Members
Tim and Pam Alles
Erica Alles
Elizabeth Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Angelides
Kristina Antoniades, MD
Mr. and Mrs. Murat Aslansan
Julia Bache
Mr. Carl Balis
Mr. and Mrs. Hoyt W. Bangs
Margaret Barringer
Mrs. Joseph Beardwood, III
Mr. Paul T. Bockenhauer
Robert Boris and Linda Seyda
Dr. George Boudreau
Robert P. Breading, AIA
Dr. and Mrs. Fraser H. Brown
Ann and David Brownlee
Dr. and Mrs. Nick Bryan
Robert Bryan, AIA
Julie Jensen Bryan
Jo Ann Buller
Ms. Margo Burnette
Mr. Jonathan Burton
Ms. Loretta Burton
Michael Campo
M.K. Carmichael
Al Cavalari
Andrea Cayley
Nelly M. Childress
Jeffrey Cohen and Linda May
Lori Cohen
Rosina Coltellaro
Mrs. Alan B. Conner
Alexander Conner
Ms. Jean J. Conroy
Ms. Anne H. Cook
Gregory Cranford, AIA
Donald H. Cresswell
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan T. Cresswell
Mary Ann Cresswell
Mr. Gary Crowell
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Davis
Sean Delaney
Mrs. James DeMarco
Ann W. Dennen
Lee and Geoffrey Dennis
Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. DeYoung
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Ms Anna Marie DiNardo
Peggy and George Drach
Susan Dudkin
Mr. Edward R. Duenskie
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Dunn
Diane Dunning-Watkins
Shannon Eblen
Ms. Wendy Epstein
Bishop David G. Evans
Ms. Dorothy A. Fitzpatrick

Kathleen A. Foster
Ms. Mary Q. Frantz
Connie Freeman
Edward George
Elizabeth Gilpin
Frank Giordano
Ms. Barbara Darhun Grabias
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Gunther
Mr. William F. Hahn
Mrs. Samuel M.V. Hamilton
Ms. Linda Jeter Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Palmer Hartl
Gail and Henry Hauptfuhrer
Ms. Linda D. Hawley
Mrs. Johnson Hayward
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard G. Heinzen
Mr. Thomas Hemmerick
Ruth Herd
Chip and Mickey Herr
Mr. William Higgins
Patricia and Charles A. Hilpl
Mr. William L. Hires
Mr. G. Richard Hoffman
Ms. Susan Kellogg
Howard Sedran and Martha Levine
Mr. and Mrs. George Jablokov
Mr. Paul Jablonski
Jeffrey Miller Catering
Mr. William J.D. Jordan
Jane and Thomas Kang
Roberta and Jaan Kangilaski
Ms. Essie Karp
Leroy Kean
Charles P. Keates, Esq.
Michelle and H. Paxson Keates
Mr. George L. Kelley
James Kilvington
Daniel Lamade
Ms. Nancy J. Lanham
Gabriele Windeck Lee
Stephen S. Lee
Tara Levy
Maxine and Howard Lewis
Margaret H. Lonzetta
Dayton Lummis
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Mahoney
Dorothy Malloy
Norman Marcus
Sarah M. Maxwell
Thomas B. McCabe IV
Barbara McLenahan
Mrs. Robert McNeil, Jr.
Dr. Arthur Michaelis
Ms. Elizabeth Milroy
Gregory P. Montanaro
Elaine S. Morris
Elizabeth Mosimann
Dr. Ann E. Moyer
Judit Nagy-Eichelberger

Erin Nagyfy
Albert Olenzak
Aaron Orzech
Lillie Otte
Dawn Patrick
Steven Peitzman
Mr. and Mrs. T. Sergeant Pepper
Nathaniel Popkin
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas I.H. Powel, Jr.
Honorable and Mrs. Kenneth J. Powell, Jr.
Michael and Carolyn Quinn
Erin Read
Henry F. Reichner
Theodore R. Robb
Linda Robertson
Dr. and Mrs. Terrance A. Robinson
Cyndi Janzen Rose
Mrs. Christine Rother
Dr. and Mrs. Karl L. Rugart, Jr.
Ms. Ginger Sacha and Mr. Steven Schatz
Evelyn and Marvin Sachs
Matthew Scanlan, II
Jennifer Schultz
Patricia Silverman
Ruth L. Sine
Linda Skale
Rheta Smith
Dr. & Mrs. Howard McCrum Snyder, III
David Soltesz
Karen K. Steenhoff
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Stephano
Mrs. George Strawbridge
Jennifer Summerfield
The Hamilton Family Foundation
Michael and Pam Rosser Thistle
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne M. Thomas
Mary and James Thorne
Andrew Trackman
Ada Trillo
Barrie Trimingham and David Pierson
Franklin D. Vagnone
Mr. Christophe Van den Bulte
Carol Vinci
Audrey Walters
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Ward
Christopher Waxman and Patricia
McGlone
Allen Weinberg
Jacqueline and Larry Weitzner
Laura Sanguineti White
Barbara Wilson
Ms. Linda Witt
Mr. James P. Marsh
Ellen Wurster
Sherley Young
Mr. Robert Yrigoyen



Standing Committees
For year ending September 30, 2016
Thanks to our dedicated volunteer committees
for the roles they play in carrying out our
mission.

Executive Committee
Chairman – Charles P. Keates, Esq.
1st Vice Chairman – Gregory P. Montanaro
2nd Vice Chairman – Jonathan Cresswell
Treasurer – Timothy M. Alles
Secretary – Henry F. Reichner
Collections Chair – Jonathan Cresswell
Nominating Chair – Gregory P. Montanaro
Executive Director – Jonathan Burton

Collections Committee
Chair – Jonathan Cresswell
Lynne Anderson
Alexander Conner
Anne Cook
Ann Dennen
Connie Hershey
Bill Higgins
Ann E. Moyer
Sandra Ormerod
Donna Thomas
Ellen Ward
Julianne R. Whitehead

Education Committee
Chair – Thomas Hemmerick
J. Bennett Hill
Essie Karp
Sandra Rothman
Diana Thompson

Finance/Audit Committee
Chair – Timothy M. Alles
Linda D. Hawley
Thomas Hemmerick
Bill Higgins
Charles P. Keates, Esq.
Ex officio: Jonathan Burton

Jorja Fullerton

Governance/Nominating Committee
Chair – Gregory P. Montanaro
Lori Cohen
Charles P. Keates. Esq.
Mickey Herr

Property/Building Committee
Paul T. Bockenhauer
Robert P. Breading
Gary J. Crowell
Thomas Hemmerick
Martha Levine
Kathy Schwartz
Ruth Sine
Donna Thomas
ex officio: Jonathan Burton

Powel House Committee
House Chair – Lee K. Dennis
House Chair – Bill Higgins *
Co-Vice Chair – Robert P. Breading
Co-Vice Chair – Kathie Dunn
Marica Angelides
Amanda Aslansan
Sherrin Baky-Nessler
Alexander Conner
Anne Cook
Virginia Funk
Dodo Hamilton
Mimi Hanks-Bell
Palmer Hartl
Bill Higgins
Patricia Kraft Hilpl
Roberta Kangilaski
George L. Kelley, Esq.
Nancy Lanham
Margaret Lonzetta
Chris Mahoney
Rod Maroney
Sarah Maxwell
Ann Moyer
Judit Nagy-Eichelberger
Suzie Pattison
Rita M. Powell
Susan Schwartz
Jan Stephano
Bobbie Turner
Julianne Whitehead
Linda Witt

Sponsors
Deborah Bishop
Kathy Burns-Alderfer
Lalla de Rham
Grace Renner
Vivian Wasmuht-Perroud
* Term completed

Grumblethorpe House Committee
House Chair – Jennifer Schultz, Esq.
Linda Berger
Jasmine Bowens
Jonathan Cresswell
Gary Crowell
Dominique Echezarria
Peter Edman
Tom Hemmerick
Paul Jablonski
Andy Jickling
Russell Shelton
Diane Dunning Watkins
Christopher J. Waxman

Physick House Committee
House Chair - Martha Levine
M.K. Carmichael
Linda DeMarco
Doris Gunther
Nancy Heinzen
Barbara McLenahan
Christine Rother
Linda Seyda
Edna Shaw
Ruth Sine
Becky Sitarchuk
Pamela Rosser Thistle
Donna Thomas
Audrey Walters
Ellen Ward
Jackie Weitzner

Supporting Members
Kathleen Stephenson, Esq.

Historic Waynesborough House Committee
House Chair – Karen Steenhoff
Lynne Anderson
Ann Dennen
Mary Furtaw
Polly Garnett
Elizabeth Gilpin
Frances Gleason
Linda D. Hawley
Lois Hazard
J. Bennett Hill, Jr.
Shirley Hill
May Holgren
Wayne Lewis
Lynne Manus
Cynthia McGroarty
Pat McOsker
Sandy Ormerod
Janet Pennell
Grace Renner
Kathy Schwartz
Cheryl Snyder
Sally Spargo
Ellie Wilson
*Term completed
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Elizabeth Feld donated this Philadelphia neo-
classical secretary/bookcase ca. 1830s to
PhilaLandmarks. It is now on view at the Hill-
Physick House.



23

Celebrating our Founding Matriarch

Without Frances Anne Wister (1874-1956) there would be no Philadelphia Society for the
Preservation of Landmarks (PhilaLandmarks), an organization that, starting in 1931, set the
standard as it spearheaded some of the earliest preservation efforts in Philadelphia. Frances is
most often remembered for her love of music and especially her service to the Philadelphia
Orchestra. But as the founder and earliest leader of PhilaLandmarks, we know she also had a
deep and abiding love of the built environment of Philadelphia, especially as it pertained to
celebrating and preserving the history of our city and our country.

Horace Wells Sellers said it best in his introduction to the Philadelphia Survey (1932): “While
many people deplored the constant destruction and mutilation of our old buildings, little beyond an
expression of regret took place until Miss Frances A. Wister, President of the Civic Club, having

become thoroughly aroused, decided to act.”

Philadelphia history is full of stories of the visionary men credited with creating modern day Philadelphia. If you walk along our streets you will find
plaques and memorials honoring Charles Peterson, Edmund Bacon, and Mayor Richardson Dilworth, among others. These men are also featured in
a number of biographies and books on preservation work. But what will you find of Frances Wister (on the street or in print) beyond an occasional
mention of her fundraising work on behalf of the orchestra? Not much. And certainly, not a plaque or a memorial.

Through our research for our exhibit at the Philadelphia History
Museum—Saved! Preserving Old Philadelphia: 85 Years of The
Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks—we were
reminded that Frances was not one to sit idly on the sidelines, rather
she was in the room, twisting arms and making things happen. It was
Frances who had the idea back in 1929 to develop a survey of Old
Philadelphia. It wasn’t just an idea, she raised the funds and moved it
forward. Formally published as the Philadelphia Survey in 1931, this
work predated Charles Peterson’s 1933 proposal to the Library of
Congress to document the built environment through the Historic
American Building Survey (HABS), which became the basis for our
nation’s first federal preservation program.

Serving as the president of PhilaLandmarks for the last 25 years of
her life, Frances would lead the charge to build awareness and
preserve our city’s iconic landmarks, including Independence Hall,
the Second Bank, and Elfreth’s Alley, among many others. Her
advocacy in helping establish the Independence National Historic
Park would ultimately set the stage for the redevelopment of Society
Hill into one of our nation’s most successful urban renewal projects.
She was one of the earliest promotors of the “Society Hill” name. We
would not be surprised if it was her original idea. We’ll keep digging
to find out!

The preservation work of Frances Wister is often overlooked. Her
important contributions have been virtually erased. We hope our
current research and exhibition will help ensure that France Anne
Wister finds her rightful place among the canon of Philadelphia’s
leading preservationists.

Frances Anne Wister

Frances welcomes A. Atwater Kent (the guest speaker) to the opening ceremony
of the Powel House Museum in 1938. Shortly after she would convince Kent to
purchase the old Franklin Institute Building (current Philadelphia History
Museum) on Seventh Street to protect it from demolition. He had purchased
the Betsy Ross House the year previous, and would ultimately donate both to
the City of Philadelphia.



PhilaLandmarks Staff
Jonathan Burton, Executive Director, jburton@philalandmarks.org
Mickey Herr, Communications Director & Strategic Initiatives, mherr@philalandmarks.org
Margaret ‘Pixie’ Biddle, Road Scholar Director, mbiddle@philalandmarks.org
Kayla Anthony, Membership & Program Coordinator, kanthony@philalandmarks.org
Jorja Fullerton, Administrator
Sarah Sutton, Outreach Coordinator (former)
Diana Thompson, Grumblethorpe Education Coordinator
Michael Muehlbauer, Grumblethorpe Farmer
Andy Jickling, Grumblethorpe Horticulturalist
Jennifer and Alvin Davidson, Powel House Site Managers
Diane Dunning and Kathryn Pannepacker, Grumblethorpe Site Managers
Suzanne Seesman and Ben Stout, Hill-Physick House Site Managers
Lynn and Paul Gluck, Historic Waynesborough Site Managers
Interns: Julia Bache, Holly Genovese

Powel House, 244 South Third Street, Philadelphia 19106
Grumblethorpe, 5267 Germantown Avenue, Germantown 19144
Hill-Physick House, 321 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia 19106
Historic Waynesborough, 2049 Waynesborough Road, Paoli 19301

Administrative Offices:
321 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106
215-925-2251
www.PhilaLandmarks.org
Find us @PhilaLandmarks on social media


